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KINGSTON VILLAGE COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF THE COMMISSION MEETING OF DECEMBER 7, 2016 
 
COMMISSION: 
Don Holmesdale – Chair 
John Pierce – Vice Chair 
Bruce Carter - Absent 
Paul Parsons 
Muriel West 
  
Mike McCleave – Clerk/Treasurer  
Janice Hatfield – Administrative Assistant  
 
GUESTS 
Martha Armstrong – Councillor, Municipality of the County of Kings 
Marnie Parker – Presentation – Kings Transit 
 
OPENING 
 
Chair Holmesdale called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
REVIEW OF MINUTES 
 
Chair Holmesdale asked for a review of the November 2nd, 2016 Regular Session 
meeting minutes. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER WEST AND COMMISSIONER PIERCE THAT THE 
COMMISSION APPROVE THE REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES OF 
NOVEMBER 2ND, 2016 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
Chair Holmesdale asked if there was any business arising from the minutes of 
November 2nd, 2016. 
 
Commissioner Pierce asked about the status of the food truck that had asked to be 
parked in the Cash and Carry parking lot.  Clerk stated they may be waiting for the 
permit from the County. 
 
Commissioner Pierce asked if any of the commissioners had taken a tour of the sewer 
treatment plant.  Clerk stated the sewer treatment plant operator has been busy and 
that January may be a better time for staff. 
 
Commissioner Pierce asked about the status of the crosswalk lights on Maple Street.  
Clerk stated the electrician fixed the problem but that it may be just a temporary fix. 
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KINGS TRANSIT PRESENTATION – MARNIE PARKER 
 
Marnie Parker gave an overview of the Kings Transit bus service and stated Kings 
Transit was successful in receiving a grant to promote senior participation on the bus 
system.  Ms. Parker stated she was visiting with several groups to get the word out and 
create awareness of the service.  She stated it would be beneficial for the well being of 
seniors to get out of the house and utilize the bus service for things like volunteering, 
shopping, visiting etc.  Ms. Parker presented the details of an upcoming educational 
promotion which is a bus ride with Santa on Monday, December 12th running from 
Wolfville to Greenwood.  She emphasized that it would be helpful if seniors groups 
could form a committee that she could contact with future promotions.  Ms. Parker 
thanked the Commission for allowing her to make this presentation. 
 
COUNTY UPDATE – COUNCILLOR MARTHA ARMSTRONG 
 
Councillor Armstrong reported she attended a council meeting last night and stated 
there was no movement on the new municipal building, just discussion.  She stated 
some councillors are worried about being sued over the tender process and are 
concerned about the money that has already been spent on the process thus far.  She 
stated the Kings County Coalition were attending all of the meetings and that their main 
complaints were: there was not enough public consultation, they were not involved in 
the decision making process from the start, the county did not solicit partners to share 
expenses with and they don’t like the location because employees can’t walk out on a 
sidewalk to go for lunch etc. 
 
Commissioner Pierce asked about the possibility of the Village Commission meeting 
with the new mayor and 4 councillors to discuss the possibility of a satellite office and a 
water system for the village.  Councillor Armstrong stated the mayor would like to come 
and meet the Village Commission but would not want to entertain a satellite office at 
this time particularly while the issue of the municipal building is still unresolved.  She 
stated if they decide on a New Minas location there should be town hall meeting to 
voice concerns to Council and Mayor. 
 
Commissioner Pierce stated since the village is not in a position to work on getting a 
central water system he wondered if it was something the county could be working on 
especially with the possibility of federal government funding.  He stated that the 
Villages of Kingston and Aylesford were the only two of seven villages in Kings County 
without a water system.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS – See Full Reports 
 
Wastewater 
 
As per staff report, the remaining 175 feet of pipe on Elizabeth Avenue should be 
included in the capital budget priority list and that trees would have to come down 
along that easement line. 
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Public Works 
 
Clerk stated he reported the motorized vehicle vandalism on the grass area around the 
newly installed tulip bed area to the RCMP and stated there was also damage to the 
Paragon Golf course by the same type of ATV.  Clerk stated there may be video 
evidence to show who caused the damage. 
 
Recreation 
 
As per staff report Public Works are working on the outdoor rink installation on two 
surfaces rather than three this year due to lack of personnel. 
 
Commissioner West asked when the Tai Chi classes were starting.  Clerk stated January 
9th. 
 
Wastewater, Public Works and Recreation reports were received as presented. 
 
MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT – See Full Report 
 
Clerk stated there were not many variances to report on and that overall the year end 
position is expected to be favourable. 
 
Monthly Finance report was received as presented. 
 
CLERK’S MONTHLY REPORT – See Full Report 
 
SCOTT PECKFORD  
 
Clerk informed the Commission that the Village received a legal response which 
indicated there were no issues approving the sewer bylaw and that if Mr. Peckford 
decided to fight the village bylaw it would be quashed since he missed the time limit 
and there was nothing illegal about the by-law. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER PIERCE AND COMMISSIONER PARSONS THAT 
THE COMMISSION MAKE NO CHANGES TO THE POLICY OF FEES IN THE 
VILLAGE’S SEWER BY-LAW.  MOTION CARRIED.  
 
COMMISSIONER ACCESSIBILITY 
 
Clerk asked Commission if they would like to keep the consolidated method of emails 
received from the public or did they want to have their personal email addresses and 
phone numbers on the website.  After a discussion the Commission agreed to keep 
things status quo regarding their personal contact information. 
 
SEWER BY-LAW APPROVAL 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER PARSONS AND COMMISSIONER PIERCE THAT 
THE VILLAGE COMMISSION APPROVES THE CHANGES TO THE SEWER BY-LAW 
FOR SUBMISSION TO THE MINISTER OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
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CAPITAL BUDGET MEETINGS 
 
In addition to the capital budget being discussed at the Regular Session meetings in 
January, February and March, the Commission decided to also meet on Tuesday, 
February 7th 2017 for budget analysis and discussion. 
 
Monthly Clerk report was received as presented. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
LIONS CLUB/STEER BBQ COMMITTEE LETTER 
 
In response to the Steer BBQ Committee letter which was sent to the three partners 
proposing to have a Chair/Co-Chair each year for continuity, the Lions Club voted to 
accept the proposal pending its adoption by the other partners. 
 
LIONS CLUB REQUEST FOR AUCTION ITEM 
 
The Village of Kingston received a letter from the Kingston Lions Club requesting an 
auction item for the 7th Annual Musical Gift Event on December 18th supporting the 
Kingston Upper Room Food Bank.  Clerk stated they usually provide a Kingston shirt for 
the auction.  After a discussion, the Commission decided to give a sheet of adult Kings 
Transit bus tickets. 
 
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION OFFER TO PARTNER FOR FUNDING 
 
The Village of Kingston received a letter from the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #98 
asking for interest in partnering to apply for government grants available until 
December 31st for the 150th Anniversary of Canada next year.  After a discussion, Clerk 
will contact President Dave Geddes to let him know the Village is interested in 
collaborating with this initiative and will ask for details on the commitment. 
 
CYSTIC FIBROSIS/SQUASH CF EVENT THANK YOU LETTER 
 
The Village received a letter from the organizers of the Squash CF Fundraising event 
thanking the Village for the support given and informing the Commission that the funds 
raised amounted to over $5,100 and that it was on the way to becoming a national 
event. 
 
ALZHEIMER SOCIETY AWARENESS BREAKFAST 
 
The Chair received an invitation from the Executive Director of the Alzheimer Society of 
Nova Scotia to attend their Annual Breakfast Event on January 10th at the Kings Mutual 
Century Centre in Berwick.  Chair Holmesdale stated Commissioners interested in 
attending can RSVP to staff and they will order tickets. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE PARTICIPATION THANK YOU 
 
The Village Chair received a letter from the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #98 thanking 
him for attending the Remembrance Day Ceremony on November 11th. 
 
REQUEST FOR SPEED LIMIT DECREASE/AND OR SIDEWALK 
 
Commissioner Pierce stated he received an email request from a resident requesting 
the Village Commission ask the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure 
Renewal (DTIR) to lower the speed limit or widen Highway 1 in East Kingston since the 
area now includes a large new subdivision.  The other option that was suggested was a 
new sidewalk from Kingswood Lane to Greenwood Road.  Commission agreed to ask 
DTIR to look into lowering the speed limit along the east portion of Highway 1 from 
60km/hr to 50 or widening the section of road between Kingswood Lane and 
Greenwood Road and include the resident in the communications to DTIR. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Commission commended Public Works staff on the Christmas decorating 
throughout the village. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMISSIONER PIERCE THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED 
AT 9:28PM.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________    ________________ 
COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON      CLERK/TREASURER 
 

 


